
Page 1 of 10 

 

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION OF ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 

CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr  CCoommmmuunniiqquué 

A Forum for Foundation News                                                                
June 2010 

 

 

 
 

US$200 MILLION CHALLENGE 
 

As of 10 June 2010, Rotarians have raised approximately US$129.5 million for the US$200 

Million Challenge. These contributions will help Rotary raise US$200 million to match US$355 

million in challenge grants received from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  

 

Challenge Thermometer now available on the RI Website 

There is now a thermometer available on the Rotary International website. The thermometer will 

be updated once a month when the books have closed for the month. The following link will 

bring you directly to the thermometer. 

http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/Funds/PolioPlusFund/Pages/ridefault.aspx 

 

Reminders 

Clubs are encouraged to contribute a minimum of US$2000 for each Rotary year of this 

campaign.  Districts are encouraged to contribute at least 20% of their DDF each Rotary year.  

Certificates of appreciation will be issued to those clubs and districts that meet these goals.   

 

Fundraising Round-up 

 

Walking Stick Fundraiser: 

The Rotary Foundation (TRF) acquired 19 walking sticks. Each one is uniquely painted with the 

underside engraved with: "No Crutches, No Canes. A World Without Polio. Thanks, Rotary 

International.” 

 

The sticks were originally used as mementos to people who were recognized as Polio 

Champions, in thanks for their support of Rotary International and the Global Polio Eradication 

Initiative.  There were remaining sticks that The Rotary Foundation offered to be used for 

fundraising efforts, and that‟s how one of the Rotary walking sticks began its amazing odyssey.  

 

Harriet Schloer, District 5110‟s PolioPlus chair offered one of the sticks to the Rotary Club of 

Jefferson County (Madras, OR) for its annual Cherry Tree auction on February 20, 2010. District 

Governor John Cox (D5110) won the stick with a bid of US$700 and took it to his home in 

Eugene, OR. 

 

In March 2010, DG Cox was invited to attend the Rotary Club of Fisherman‟s Wharf„s (D5150) 

crab feed fundraiser. DG John offered the Rotary walking stick as an auction item, with the 

stipulation that it would go for not a penny less than US$500. Cox made the pitch, served as 

auctioneer, and within a few minutes sold the stick to Rotarian Lee Page for US$1,200.  

 

http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/Funds/PolioPlusFund/Pages/ridefault.aspx


Page 2 of 10 

In two short months, this one walking stick has raised US$8,100 toward Polio eradication and 

has the potential to raise even more – quite a journey for what began as a decorative stick of 

wood to help one person walk. It now promises to help hundreds. 

 

Kick Polio Out of Africa 

In anticipation of the FIFA World Cup, Rotary clubs across Africa geared up for the final push to 

eradicate polio on the continent. The Kick Polio Out of Africa campaign launched 23 February 

with the symbolic kicking of a soccer ball signed by Nobel Peace Prize laureate Desmond Tutu, 

a polio survivor. Primary sponsor of the campaign is DHL Express. En route to the RI 

Convention in Montréal, Québec, Canada, the ball‟s journey began in Cape Town, South Africa 

(one of the host cities for the 2010 World Cup) and continued through 22 countries, most of them 

polio-affected. During the ball‟s four-month trip, Rotary clubs in polio-affected countries 

organized soccer-related polio awareness events to generate support for polio immunization.  

Each national PolioPlus committee chair also signed the ball. People were able to follow the 

ball‟s journey on the Kick Polio Out of Africa blog. An interactive map on the site shows 

African countries‟ efforts to end the disease.  If you would like to virtually sign the ball, please 

visit www.kickpoliooutofafrica.org 
 

Kick Polio Out of Africa (KPOA) Campaign Goes Multilingual 

The virtual KPOA ball is now available in languages and offers a country ranking, where you 

can see which countries have the most people “kicking the ball” to fight polio.  Check it out at 

http://kickpoliooutofafrica.org/map.php.   
 

Indian Celebrity Joins “This Close” PSA Campaign 

Amitabh Bachchan, an iconic figure who first gained popularity as an Indian film star in the 

1970s, has agreed to join the ranks of celebrities and notables participating in the “This Close” 

Public Service Announcement (PSA) Campaign for polio eradication.  Mr. Bachchan did the 

shoot for the advertisement in late May and a TV version of the campaign is now in 

development. 

 

Polio Photo Essay 

Christine McNab from the Gates Foundation traveled to Kano, a city at the epicenter of the 

battle against polio in Nigeria.  During her visit, she met Umar Aminu, a boy who has been 

infected with the polio virus.  Her photos tell the powerful story of Umar and his family‟s 

personal struggle against the impact of this devastating disease, and can be seen at 

http://polioeradication.org. 

 
 
 

FUND DEVELOPMENT 
 

Contributions Update 

Total contributions to The Rotary Foundation through 31 May 2010 are 11.98 % above last 

year‟s figures for the same period due in large measure to contributions to Rotary‟s US$200 

Million Challenge.  Of that amount, US$80,388,705 represents contributions to the Annual 

Programs Fund, a decline of 0.21 % over last year.  Permanent Fund contributions at 

US$9,446,711 are up 14.33%.  PolioPlus contributions totaled US$32,213,429.  Restricted 

giving is up 20.79 % to US$18,440,288.  Unrestricted Other representing contributions to the 

Donor Advised Fund are up 61.04% at US$3,381,189 in support of Haitian disaster recovery 

efforts. 

../../../../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK1A9/www.kickpoliooutofafrica.org
http://kickpoliooutofafrica.org/map.php
http://polioeradication.org/
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2010 2009 Increase

(Decrease)

SUMMARY Annual Programs Fund 80,388,705 80,557,704 (0.21%)

PolioPlus* 32,213,429 22,290,223 44.52% 

Permanent Fund & Related 9,446,711 8,262,498 14.33% 

Restricted 18,440,288 15,266,785 20.79% 

SUBTOTAL $140,489,133 $126,377,210 11.17% 

Unrestricted - other 3,381,189 2,099,570 61.04% 
TOTAL $143,870,322 $128,476,780 11.98%  
 

 

Final APF Countdown –Year-End Call to Action to Reach US$96,000,000 

To achieve our US$96,000,000 Annual Programs Fund Goal by 30 June 2010, please monitor 

your RRFC Fundraising Progress Reports and the Non-Contributing Club Reports for your 

zone.  Work with your zone team to call the DGs, DRFCs, AGSCs and Polio Coordinators to 

encourage them to contact all the clubs in their districts to send in contributions early so the 

cutoffs are not missed.  It‟s good to remind all club presidents, club Foundation chairs and club 

treasurers that contributions to Rotary‟s US$200 Million Challenge do not count toward their 

Annual Programs Fund Goals.  As of 16 June 2010, a total of 10,322 clubs have not yet 

contributed to the Foundation.   

 

Deadlines:  Contribution Processing Cutoff Dates for 2009-10 Rotary Year 

Noted below are the 30 June 2010 cutoff dates and times for gifts to be credited in this fiscal 

year: 

 

 For contributions to be counted in this Rotary year, they must be postmarked by 30 June 

2010 and received at the bank lockbox by Wednesday, 7 July 2010.  

 Checks at World Headquarters: must be postmarked 30 June 2010 or prior and received 
at the Accounts Receivable (AR) department by 1500 hours, Tuesday, 6 July 2010.  

 Wire transfers: Must be initiated prior to 30 June 2010 and received at the bank by 3 July 
2010.  

 Credit Card Contributions:    

o online via www.rotary.org -- must be authorized prior to 2400 hours 30 June 

2010, CDT.  (Gifts received via the web will only benefit the Rotarian who logged 

in.  Reclass and redistribution (corrections) requests cannot be accepted for these 

gifts.)  

o via fax to 1-847-556-2139; phone to 1-866-976-8279 (US and Canada only); or 

mail to World Headquarters in Evanston - must be received by the AR 

Department and authorized by the close of business at 1700 hours on 30 June 

2010.  

o via the bank lockbox – must be postmarked by 30 June 2010 and received at the 

lockbox by Wednesday, 7 July 2010.  (NOTE:  to ensure timely recording credit 

card contributions should not be sent to the lockbox)  

 

 Reclasses/Redistributions:  requests must be received prior to 1500 hours, Tuesday, 6 
July 2010 to:  trfcorrections@rotary.org  

 International Offices and Fiscal Agents have until 13 July 2010 to report June 2010 
contributions to the AR Department. 

 Any contributions postmarked after 30 June 2010 or received after the cutoff dates stated 

above will automatically be counted as 2010-11 revenue. 

http://www.rotary.org/
mailto:trfcorrections@rotary.org
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Permanent Fund  
On 30 April 2010, the Permanent Fund's net assets were US$201.9 million. As of 30 April 2010 

the estimated expectancies to the Permanent Fund stood at US$430.7 million. Therefore, the 

Permanent Fund's net assets and expectancies were US$632.6 million as of 30 April 2010. The 

goal is to reach US$1 billion by 2025.  

 

Bequest Society Update  
As of 31 May 2010, there were 7,296 Bequest Society commitments with an expected value of 

US$316.5 million.  These commitments represent a significant percentage of the expectancies to 

the Permanent Fund and an increase of 52 new bequests valued at more than US$1.9 million 

since April. 

 

Will you include The Rotary Foundation in your will or other estate plan to forever be a part of 

Rotary's legacy of doing good in the world? www.rotary.org/bequest 

 

Donor Advised Fund Update 
As of 31 May 2010, there were 142 DAF accounts with a fair market value of US$9 million. 

TRF DAF has gone interactive! Manage your account online at www.rotary.org/DAF.  
 
 

FUTURE VISION PILOT OPERATIONS 
 

Foundation Approves District and Global Grants 

We are pleased to announce that the Foundation has begun approving district and global grants 

to be implemented beginning 1 July. Congratulations to Rotary District 3330 for being the first 

district to receive a district grant.  Congratulations to the Rotary Clubs of Solo Kartini, Indonesia 

(D3400) and Westport, CT, USA (D7980) for receiving the first global grant which will support 

dengue fever eradication efforts in Indonesia. 

 

District Grant Spending Plans 

A number of pilot districts have already submitted 2010-11 district grant applications that have 

been approved by TRF. Several of these districts (1970, 2650, 3330, and 6560) have kindly 

agreed to share their district grant spending plans with other pilot districts. These spending plans 

provide brief information about each of the projects these districts plan to support with their 

district grant funds, including the name of their participating clubs and the amount allocated to 

these projects. We hope these documents can serve as a helpful reference to your districts as they 

select their 2010-11 district grant projects and begin preparing their online district grant 

application. 
 

U:\District 1970 
spending plan.pdf

U:\District 2650 
spending plan.pdf

U:\District 3330 
spending plan.pdf

U:\FV_District 6560 
spending plan.pdf

 

../../../../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK1A9/www.rotary.org/bequest
../../../../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK1A9/www.rotary.org/DAF
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100604_news_firstgrant.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100604_news_firstgrant.aspx
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TRF PROGRAMS 
 

Humanitarian Grants Updates 

 
Increased Matching Grants Budget 
You are all now aware of the significantly increased budget for Matching Grants of $21.5 

Million. It is anticipated that there will be plenty of funding available to support Rotarian‟s grant 

requests throughout the Rotary year. As RRFC you may want to reassure your districts that there 

is no need to submit all applications 1 July. Rotarians will likely receive faster processing if they 

wait a few months into the Rotary year to submit their application. The Rotary Foundation has 

increased its resources in order to help combat the significant number of applications that will 

likely be received in July, but there will still be delays when over 150 applications are submitted 

each day. Rotarians that are comfortable waiting until November or December to submit their 

application will experience fewer delays as the volume for submissions during that time is very 

low.  TRF plans on having two competitive grant rounds for Matching Grants, one at the 

Trustee‟s October meeting and one at their April meeting. Deadlines for these applications are as 

follows: 

 1 August for the October meeting  

 15 December for the April meeting  

 

Staff has received many questions asking if it is still possible to submit Matching Grant 

applications that do not request a match from The Rotary Foundation.  The answer is: yes.  Even 

though there is a significant budget available, Rotarians are still free to submit applications 

which do not request a match from TRF.  

 

International Travel for Matching Grants 

The Trustees recently permitted international travel as an eligible expense for Rotarian 

volunteers who are qualified to directly implement a Matching Grant project starting 1 July 

2010. Travel should be included in the budget and financing of the Matching Grant application 

and will have to be booked by the clubs and districts (not through Rotary International Travel 

Service (RITS)). Eligible items would include travel insurance, vaccines, lodging, coach class 

plane fares, visas, food, ancillary expenses, etc. The Rotary Foundation will abide by Rotary 

International‟s travel ban list for any countries where travel may not be safe. More information 
will be posted on the website, including an updated application form and an information guide to 

address anticipated questions. You will be notified when this information is available to 

Rotarians worldwide. Please feel free to direct Rotarians to Robbyn Tarpy, Program Officer for 

Matching Grants (robbyn.tarpy@rotary.org), for further information.  

 

Updated Publications 

In light of the changes made this Rotary year to the Matching Grant program the MG 

application, Guide to Matching Grants, Terms and Conditions document, and various 

information guides will be updated. The updates will focus on the inclusion of travel as an 

eligible expense, more information about Rotarian Cooperating organizations and helpful hints to 

Rotarians on how to more quickly receive their grant funds. We hope to have the English 

versions available within the month and the translated versions available in the next 6-8 weeks. 

Please know that Rotarians can still use the “old” application for submission on 1 July 2010. Any 

information needed for new changes will be requested by staff once the application is received 

and reviewed. 
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Chile Recovery Fund 
The Rotary Foundation established the Rotary Chile Recovery Fund, which is a temporarily 

restricted account to receive contributions for longer-term disaster recovery efforts in Chile. The 

Rotary Chile Recovery Fund established by TRF has received US$975,443 in cash and DDF 

donations. TRF is prepared to receive and start processing Matching Grant applications to access 

these funds starting 1 July 2010.  Districts 4320, 4340, 4350, 4360 and their member clubs may 

partner with a club or district outside of Chile to apply for a Matching Grant. As with all 

Matching Grants projects, Chile Matching Grants will require Rotary clubs or districts to work 

together to plan, implement, and complete the project. The Matching Grant partners can pledge 

DDF and cash contributions and request that they be matched by the Rotary Chile Recovery 

Fund.  All current Matching Grant guidelines and criteria will be the same for these projects 

including the restrictions regarding construction and renovation. The Rotary Foundation will 

accept and approve these Matching Grants regardless of World Fund availability until all of the 

funds in the Rotary Chile Recovery Fund have been committed. Please feel free to direct 

Rotarians to Tiffany Miller, Department Manager for South America (tiffany.miller@rotary.org) 

for further information.  

  

Humanitarian Grants Success Story 
 

TWO LEGS MAKE TWO HUNDRED  
story submitted by DGE Diana White, D7020 

 

While attending the Centennial Convention in Chicago, Rotarian Roger White, D7020, attended a 

workshop on land mines and victims. Roger had a general knowledge of land mines and the resultant 

problems from them being laid but was very impressed by the work being carried out by Rotary clubs 

throughout the world to help eradicate the problems. Thus inspired, Roger decided to find out more 

information and to see what he could do to help. He joined the Rotarians for Mine Action group, helping 

to run their booth at the Copenhagen convention in the following year. In addition, he decided to see if his 

club (RC of St. Thomas, in the Virgin Islands) would be interested in exploring the idea of doing an 

overseas project assisting land mine victims. 

 

In February of 2006, several St. Thomas Rotarians were undertaking a sponsored half marathon on the 

island of St. John so Roger decided he would join them. It should be mentioned that the route takes the 

walkers up 1,000 feet and down again. Never having walked this distance before, he began to improve his 

fitness level and, at the same time, soliciting sponsorships from friends and colleagues throughout the 

world. Donations came in euros, sterling and dollars and eventually totaled $5,700. With an early start to 

avoid the worst of the tropical heat, six Rotarians joined Roger to complete the 13 miles of hilly terrain 

finishing at a convenient watering hole in Cruz Bay! 

 

Roger‟s search for an international partnering club was made easy by a fellow club member, Solomon 

Kabuka - a native of Uganda. After many e-mails and the able assistance of then Governor Tusu and AG 

Caroline Abija, Roger established a correspondence relationship with the President Abongo Levi of the 

RC of Lira in the north of Uganda. Lira and its environs had been within the area of the 20 year long 

attacks by the Lord‟s Resistance Army. Thousands of villagers throughout the area had been forced to 

flee from their homes and were living in internal displacement camps. Many had lost limbs due to land 

mines and there is still a genuine concern that more will be lost when they return to their villages since 

there has been no mine clearance undertaken.  In addition, many young men had been recruited to join the 

LRA and were now in dire need of rehabilitation and education. 

 

Using the funds raised on his walk and a further donation from his club, Roger obtained a matching grant 

totaling $25,000.00 part of which enabled the Lira Rotary club to provide 125 victims with lower limb 

prostheses and the ability to, once again, be productive members of their societies. 
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 In addition, they received tools and ploughs to 

be used within their villages to produce food 

for their families. The grant was also able to 

provide educational scholarships for ten young 

abductees to enable them to lead productive 

adult lives. 

 

By the time the grant was finalized, Roger and 

Levi had established a great rapport via the 

internet and it seemed an obvious conclusion 

to the project for them to meet in person. In 

September of 2007, Roger and his wife, now 

DGE Diana of District 7020, spent three 

weeks in Uganda during which time they were 

able to meet the limb and scholarship 

recipients and also to research the feasibility 

of future projects to assist with the eradication of the mined areas. When visiting the displacement camps, 

it became apparent that, while some harvesting was being undertaken, the fact that the camps were 

intended to be temporary in nature, there had been little effort to establish farming areas. This was further 

complicated by the land having been given by local farmers to assist the displaced persons and the 

farmers receiving little or no compensation for not having the use of their own land - in some cases for 

almost 20 years. The area has been peaceful for the past year and some of the residents had returned to 

their villages and planted crops. Unfortunately, in early September there was a period of record-breaking 

rainfall causing sufficient flooding for all the crops to be destroyed. The heart-breaking result was that the 

villages had now had to return to the camps for food and shelter. 

 

Since 2006, there have been further annual fundraising walks by St. Thomas Rotarians and two more 

matching grants as well as direct financial support for projects in the war affected area. These have 

provided further rehabilitation necessities such as replacement prosthesis, tools, seeds, well drilling, 

mosquito nets, sewing machines and bee keeping equipment and further educational scholarships. This 

expansion of assistance has been possible as a result of the generous involvement of RC Fredericksberg 

and District 1470 in Denmark and RC Kirkcudbright in Scotland in joining with RC St. Thomas to assist 

the Rotarians of Lira to bring relief to the displaced and the injured in their area – real Rotary 

International at work.  

 

Educational Program Updates 
 
ROTARY PEACE CENTERS 

 

Peace Fellow Plenary Speaker at RI Convention in Montréal  

Marios Antoniou, a Cyprus native and recent Rotary Peace Fellow graduate from the University 

of North Carolina – Chapel Hill, will speak about his experience as a Rotary Peace Fellow at the 

upcoming RI Convention in Montréal. Marios specializes in peace building within formal and 

non-formal education systems and has carried out collaborative research in this area with the 

European Youth Centre in Budapest and the Department of Education at the University of 

Cyprus. Rotarians are invited to listen to Marios speak during the second Plenary Session 

Monday, 21 June 2010 from 9:30-11:45.  

 

Class IX ICU Peace Fellows begin their Academic Journey  
Ten new Rotary Peace Fellows will travel to Tokyo, Japan this summer to participate in an 

intensive Japanese language program at International Christian University; the program runs for 
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the 6 weeks prior to the start of their MA program in September. In addition to language courses, 

fellows will engage in cultural education lessons to facilitate their adaptation to Japanese society.  

 

Peacebuilder Districts 

While districts are not required to contribute funds to the Rotary Peace Centers, all districts are 

encouraged to allocate some amount of their District Designated Funds (DDF) in support of the 

peace fellowships.  Districts that allocate US$25,000 per year or US$50,000 every two years 

from their DDF to support a Rotary Peace Fellow are known as Peacebuilder Districts and will 

be recognized appropriately. 

 

More than ever the Rotary Peace Fellowship program needs your help.  Please consider 

allocating your unused DDF towards renewing or establishing a new Peacebuilder District 

commitment. 

 

For information on how to recommit or to start committing DDF to Rotary Peace Centers, please 

contact Judy Gibson, judy.gibson@rotary.org   

 

New Rotary Peace Center Selection Process  

TRF received responses from over 30 universities interested in becoming a Rotary Peace Center. 

Those that qualify will be asked to submit a full proposal to TRF by 1 September.   

 

Upcoming Seminars  

Save the date and consider attending an upcoming Rotary Peace Center seminar in your area: 

 

Chulalongkorn University 

Saturday, 23 September 2010 

 

2011 Applications Now Available at rotary.org 

The 2011 Rotary Peace Fellow application is now available online. Applicants can no longer 

seek admission to the MA and certificate program simultaneously, as only one application is 

allowed per applicant. Also, please note we will no longer accept outdated applications; 

therefore, it is important to obtain the latest edition on our website and spread the news to Rotary 

clubs.  To download the application, please click here.   

 

Sign Up toReceive More Rotary Centers News at:  

http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/RotaryCentersForInternation

alStudies/Pages/PeaceNetNewsletter.aspx   

 
AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

Annual Call for Host Counselors 

Host counselor request forms have been sent to all districts with inbound scholars. District 

representatives should be reminded that all inbound scholars must be assigned a host counselor. 

Additionally, it is imperative that host counselors understand that they must maintain regular 

contact with their scholars during assignment periods. 

 

Applications, Communications and Record Keeping 

In the interest of more efficient record keeping and in order to speed up the study institution 

assignment process, districts are requested to submit all 2011-12 Ambassadorial Scholarship 

applications electronically when possible. This means that applications can be scanned and e-

mailed or sent to TRF by fax. Applications are due to TRF by 1 October 2010.  Additionally, 

mailto:judy.gibson@rotary.org
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/RotaryCentersForInternationalStudies/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/RotaryCentersForInternationalStudies/Pages/PeaceNetNewsletter.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/RotaryCentersForInternationalStudies/Pages/PeaceNetNewsletter.aspx
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districts are asked to encourage both their inbound and outbound 2010-11 scholars to submit all 

pre-departure documents and reports to their respective coordinators via fax or e-mail.  

 

GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE 

 

TRF Programs Division Focused on Non-Pilot Districts 

For the six GSE Department staff at the RI Secretariat, the 100 Future Vision pilot districts are 

only a faint “blip” on their radar screens as staff gears up for what will be a busy three years for 

the most widely used program of TRF.  Due to the fact that the Trustees agreed to restore the 

availability of World Fund to help partially finance GSE teams for all non-pilot districts again in 

Rotary Year 2012-13, the general secretary wants TRF to be fully staffed.  TRF has recently 

hired two new Group Study Exchange Coordinators to fill vacant positions in the department so 

as to provide prompt and courteous service to the 429 districts not in the Future Vision pilot.  

TRF is committed to helping ensure that every outbound GSE team receives the hosting district‟s 

proposed team travel itinerary at least two months in advance so that the outbound team can 

provide feedback to its host district Rotarians long before it arrives.  The GSE Department staff 

will draw upon their full menu of foreign language skills, which now includes Spanish, 

Portuguese, French, Urdu and Japanese, as they work to support the 1,105 GSE teams anticipated 

to travel abroad over the next three years.  Non-pilot districts participating in GSE -- as well as 

the other TRF programs -- should experience no lapse in service in the years leading up to global 

rollout of the new Future Vision grants model. 

 

GSE Reimbursements 
As all 2009-10 GSE teams return home from their exchanges, and the Rotary Year comes to a 

close, districts are reminded that GSE reimbursements were due to TRF no later 16 June 2010.  

 

Please also be sure to submit the appropriate Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) Information Form, 

so that the payment can be expedited.  All GSE reimbursements are now made via direct deposit, 

and please complete the entire form if you are requesting an international payment, listing an 

intermediary or corresponding bank if necessary.  

 

Should your district have any questions about how to complete the EFT Form or the exact 

information that is required, please contact your GSE coordinator at the GSE department.   

 

GSE Final Reports and Evaluation Forms 

GSE teams are also reminded that Final Reports and Evaluations Forms are due two months after 

completion of the GSE exchange.  Teams are also free to submit more free-form group reports in 

place of the Final Report Form and are highly encouraged to submit digital pictures from their 

exchange.  Pictures from vocational visits are particularly encouraged.  If your district‟s team has 

any unique stories from their exchange, please share this information with your coordinator in 

the GSE department.  These items may be used to promote the GSE program in future 

publications such as the Rotarian Magazine.     

 

Additionally, any team which has maintained an online blog or travel journal during their 

exchange is asked to submit a link to this site along with the Final Reports.   

 

Reports are mandatory and must be submitted by each participant for the exchange.  The GSE 

department is tracking submission of Final Reports and districts with outstanding reporting for 

both the 2008-09 and 2009-10 program years will be placed on probation for the 2010-11 

program year.  If your district is unsure as to the status of its reporting, please contact the GSE 

department. 
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GSE Department Change of Staff 

We are delighted to inform you that Sadaf Ajani has joined the GSE department as the 

Coordinator for Asia and Oceana. We would like to welcome Sadaf to our team, and wish her all 

the best. If you have any questions for her about the GSE program in one of the districts she 

covers, please feel free to e-mail her: Sadaf.Ajani@rotary.org 

 

2010-11 GSE Changes 

As you may be aware, for the 2010-11 and 2011-12 GSE program years World Funded GSE 

teams will begin alternating based on Trustee Decision. While some districts will be using DDF 

funds to execute same-year exchanges, if you are not sure of your district‟s status with a pairing, 

funding, or anything else, please do not hesitate to inquire with your GSE Coordinator.  

 

Final Report Formats 
Often times districts want to share with us more of the tour than just what will fit on the official 

final reports, but are unsure just how much information the GSE Department wants. As with all 

TRF programs, any and all feedback we receive from participating teams helps us to shape a 

more effective program for the future. We encourage districts to let us know as much about their 

GSE Team as they can.  

 

We have received the following items in the past: 

-Free-form letters or stories from GSE Team Members 

-Pamphlets or materials from the team 

-Digital Photos (on a CD or online) or Slideshows 

-Videos on CD or online 

-Newspaper clippings 

 

Please feel free to submit any additional items at all- we are more than happy to share in the 

successes of the team! 

 
 

OPERATIONS & ADMINISTRATION 

 

New Rotary Workgroups 

Starting on 1 July, 2010 the RRFC Forum will be moving to a new site platform.  We encourage 

you to access the new site when it becomes available and to give us feedback.  If there are any 

resources you would like to see added to the site, please let Christine Grodecki 

(christine.grodecki@rotary.org) know.  We will be sending out an email with more detailed 

navigation information closer to 1 July. 

 

There are several new and exciting features: 

 The need to sign in a second time in order to access your secure site has been 

eliminated. 

 All of the Rotary Workgroups that you have access to are located on the Rotary 

Workgroups home page.  You have only to click on the links and you will go to the 

appropriate Workgroup. 

 Downloads are organized in more manageable and user-friendly lists. 

 

Monday, 28 June 2010 will be the last day to access the old secure site.  The new site will not be 

available for use until 1 July 2010.  We apologize for this brief interruption in services and we 

thank you for your patience as we complete the transition to the new site on 1 July 2010. 

mailto:Sadaf.Ajani@rotary.org
mailto:christine.grodecki@rotary.org

