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Hello again, 

The saying is ―Time flies 

when you are having fun‖ and 

our time is flying and we 

really are having fun.  In the 

past 4 weeks we have been 

warmly welcomed by each 

club and are in awe at the di-

versity of great projects rang-

ing from Duck Races to Book 

Worms. (Hope they don‘t 

meet up!) 

August is recognised as Mem-

bership and Extension 

Month  in Rotary. I think the 

word RETENTION  should 

appear here as well. Some 

amazing figures were worked 

out recently re our Rotary 

Membership.  Most of us have 

heard the magic number 1.2 

million time and time again. 

But did you know that even 

though we have 1.2 million 

Rotarians, every 7 years we 

are losing 1.2 million Rotari-

ans! Of course we must take 

into account natural attrition, 

but why do people leave a 

Rotary Club?  

Somebody asked a member of 

my Rotary Club ―Why do you 

have to pay money to volun-

teer so much time and effort?‖ 

The point in question here re 

membership is ―Does your 

club give each member value 

for money?‖  A speaker at a 

multi -national company ‗s 

conference recently said that 

customers are attracted by the 

company‘s PEOPLE and 

PRODUCT. I think this is 

true of Rotary - fun, friendship 

and what good we do. Every 

member must be included and 

their contribution valued and 

recognised. 

District Governor Nominee 

Keith Roffey is heading up 

our enthusiastic, motivated 

and skilled Membership/

Public Relations Committee – 

a great combination of Rotari-

ans and Rotaractors. 

Most of the group will be par-

ticipating in ñA Stronger 

Australian Rotaryò Confer-

ence to be held in Canberra 

next week. Many clubs in 

our District are also sup-

porting their members to 

attend. 

To assist all clubs in our 

District, we will be holding 

our own 9690 Member-

ship Day...one  like you 

have never seen before. 

The date has been set – 16th 

October. So please put this 

in your Diary. We hope to 

have at least two but pref-

erably more in attendance 

from each club.  It is a 

‗work in progress‘ at pre-

sent. Details will be out to 

you from the Team by the 

end of August. 

As District Governor, I was 

honoured to be invited to 

speak at the NSW Justices 

Eleventh Annual Confer-

ence on 24 July. The theme 

was ñVolunteers Serving 

the Communityò, which 

was ideal and in line with 

o u r  R o t a r y  t h e m e 

ñBuilding Communities ï 

Bridging Continentsò.  

After I had spoken, a lady 

asked if she could join and 

could her school aged 

daughter join too. Opportu-

nities are there for the tak-

ing. 

The Gold Stars this month 

for ñBuilding Communi-

ties ï Bridging Conti-

nentsò must go to two 

clubs. The Rotary Club of 

Liverpool Greenway Inc 

presented the most amazing 

ñChildrenôs Christmas in 

July Spectacularò on 25 

July for almost 200 chil-

dren with special needs and 

their families.  

The generosity of the Liver-

pool Catholic Club, the pro-

fessional performers and do-

nors of gifts as well as the 

Rotarians needed to be seen 

to be believed.  

The Rotary Club of Upper 

Blue Mountains Sunrise on 

1 August brought many peo-

ple together (including Ro-

tarians and those who are not 

yet Rotarians) in support of 

Interplast  , with the Inaugu-

ral Gift of a Smile Golf Clas-

sic at Blackheath. A smile 

speaks every language.  Some 

people are physically unable 

to smile. Interplast volunteers 

provide free treatment to peo-

ple living with a disability 

from a congenital condition 

such as cleft lip and palate, or 

an acquired condition such as 

burn scar contractures.  Inter-

plast provides training and 

mentoring programs — leav-

ing a legacy long after the 

team has gone. Their fund-

raiser has now raised just over 

$35,000 towards their goal of 

sending a voluntary medical 

team to one of the developing 

countries who participate in 

the program.  

How many thousands of 

smiles will this give to fami-

lies of the world?   

Both of these remarkable 

activities have shown hun-

dreds of people (who have not 

yet been asked to join Rotary) 

what we do best – have fun 

while ―Building Communities 

– Bridging Continents‖   

Don‘t be selfish. Share Ro-

tary. 

 Check our website 

www.rotary9690.org.au  

for News and Diary Updates.  

Marilyn  

ñBIGGER, BETTER, BOLDER 
ROTARYò 
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Dudleyôs daze 

G‘day everyone, 

I have had unbelievable response to the 

Music Box from all the clubs we have vis-

ited – thank you. (more about this to clubs 

we are yet to visit) 

We have had the warmest and friendliest 

welcomes from each of the clubs we have 

visited and how different each is from the 

others.  This epitomises Marilyn‘s concept 

of Unity without Conformity. 

At the recent Shelter Box weekend I 

learned of a wonderful opportunity for 

interested people - not necessarily Rotari-

ans, to get involved in the transport of the 

boxes to disaster sites. Known as SRTs 

(Shelter Box Response Teams) they go 

with the Shelter boxes to all parts of the 

globe. After application and local selection 

they are sent to England to ―learn the 

ropes‖. On their return they go on a reserve 

list from which they may be offered an 

opportunity to go anywhere in the world to 

set up and run a Shelter Box deployment. 

Male or Female, young or old – the base 

requirements are interest and the ability to 

work long hard hours for the betterment of 

displaced and sometimes desperate people. 

– what a challenge. The group we met was 

enthusiastic and inspiring, I really wish I 

was in better condition to join up, I‘d go 

for it in a flash. 

Our Shelter Box representatives to contact 

in D9690 are Ian Hickey or Peter Hartley. 

Dudley 

DISTRICT 9690 LITERACY PROJECT  

DG Marilyn wishes to continue with ―BOOK BUZZ‖ as the District Literacy Project for 

the Rotary Year 2010 – 2011.  This project was very successful last Rotary year with 

PDG Paul  & Julia Reid. 

The ―BOOK BUZZ‖  project aims to improve the literacy skills of children and youth 

living in remote areas. It recognises that experience with books in early childhood is the 

key indicator to literacy success. 

The ―BOOK BUZZ‖ Partners are – The Fred Hollows Foundation, Australian Booksell-

ers Association and Australian Publishers Association. 

Cost of Packs are:  One BOOK BUZZ Pack   $157.00 

                               Two BOOK BUZZ Packs   $314.00 

   Three BOOK BUZZ Packs   $471.00 

Looking forward to working with you on this wonderful project. 

Irene Little, 

District Literacy Co-Ordinator. 

Hereôs How We Do It 

CLUB VISIONING  

Since Club Visioning was introduced to Australia and New Zealand in Nov-Dec 1998, a majority of Australian and New Zealand Dis-

tricts have adopted the program as a valuable way to introduce individual clubs to strategic planning. President  Ray Klinginsmith has 

placed the need for Rotary clubs to develop their own long range plans as a high priority. Club Visioning assists a club to develop its 

own Vision, one that can be consistent with the plan of Rotary International, but based on the wishes of the club‘s members and the 

needs of their local community. Each club that wishes to participate can invite a team of three or four trained facilitators to assist the 

members through a structured process that develops the clubs vision and future direction, with consensus of the club members. The 

immediate benefit is usually an uplift of morale and enthusiasm in the club, as members feel they are improving communication and 

moving in the same direction. The long term benefit tends to be an improvement in the effectiveness of the club‘s administrative op-

erations and service projects, which often leads to improvements in membership retention and the attractiveness of the club to new 

quality potential members. If your club wishes to take up this opportunity, contact our District‘s Club Visioning Facilitators 

David Cook, Phil Lacey,  Paul Reid  or  Barry Thompson  

9690 History   "Teenager of the Year." 
District Governor Elect Jim Stamford of Padstow Club at the District Assembly 

prior to his year (1979-80) asked for ideas for a new program for Youth to mark 

the 75th Anniversary of Rotary International. 

The Youth Service Committee headed by Barry Bullivant of Granville Rotary 

Club, Ken Nicholls also of Granville Rotary Club and another couple of Rotarians 

met and the following concept of a Youth Award for teenagers, not recognised by 

other awards, was suggested. 
This award would recognise those between the ages of 13 to 18 and the criteria 

would be for Community service, having in mind most would be students.  Scho-

lastic ability was not a high priority like other awards — Community Service was 

the main aim. 

The above suggestions were agreed to and adopted by the District and the first 

Award was made the following year. 
Later years, the award was changed into a slightly different concept, as it is to-day, 

with a name change to  "R.O.Y.A. (Recognition of Youth Award)."    

The Katoomba Rotary Club is operating a unique life-saving ‗Dangerous spiders Public Awareness‘ Community service project, to 

educate the community at large on how to identify dangerous and not-so-dangerous species found around the home.  

For $10 the Club offers a full-colour ‗Dangerous Spiders Public Awareness‘ booklet covering species such as the Funnel Web, Red-

back, White-tail and other spiders, their life-histories and habits with an appropriate First-Aid instruction chart.  

There is parent information on educating children about spider danger and as well as other advice and a Spider ‗Hotline‘ where con-

cerned home owners can obtain 24 hour advice on any spider problems they have [02 4782 3441].  

The project, which is the brainchild of entomologist Rex Gilroy, the project‘s co-ordinator, who years ago saw a need 

for public education on spider danger, has so far saved some 50 lives and received praise from ambulance and hospital 

authorities around Australia . Rex and his wife heather tour Rotary clubs speaking on the project and advertising it in 

newspapers Australia-wide.  

A male Funnel Web Spider.   Photo copyright © Rex Gilroy 2010. 
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Rotary Making a Difference 

War orphans of Monrovia Liberia  

The Rotary club of Blacktown City  has 

found one partner club in our district and 

with the Rotary Club of Granville  has 

secured the land to establish a Market 

Garden for the Orphanage by paying a 

deposit. 

We are seeking additional partners to 

finalise the purchase of and fence the 

land. The amount needed is US$19,000 

(A$22,850) then the Rotary Club of 

Blacktown City will apply for a TRF 

Can Rotary Make a Difference?  

matching grant to establish a Market Gar-

den for the Orphanage  to feed and pro-

vide funds to provide for the health and 

education of the 68 Monrovian ex-child 

soldiers and war orphans who live there. 

 

The added bonus, of course, is that the 

children will also learn how to grow-their

-own food which will help them when 

they have to leave the orphanage at 18 

years of age 

Our appeal is for the welfare of the chil-

dren; please consider partnering with 

Granville and Blacktown City to make 

this dream real. 

Remember RI President - Ray 

Klinginsmith asks Rotary clubs to get 

'bigger, better, and bolder this year. 

 

Many Thanks to DG Marilyn for 

her support. 

Contact PP Ivan Kelly 0417 042 886 

Or email ikelly@bigpond.net.au 

 

 

Rotary  Club of Burwood  
 

Community Chest raffles 

32 cars won in 20 years by lucky winners  

Result of the draw of the Rotary Commu-

nity Chest 2010 at the Burwood RSL at 

6PM on Wednesday the 21.July 2010 

1st  Prize – A Toyota Yaris Car –  RHR 06 

091 – name illegible - Homebush 

2nd Prize - $1,000 worth of jewellery – BSA 

09 469 – L. Ross - Forestville  

3rd Prize – Net book Computer  -  GLA 07 

951 – M. Henderson  

Millennium Foundation  

Westmead Medical Research Foundation is currently seeking contributions from community groups to raise vitally needed funds to purchase a 

new state of the art cell sorter, which will improve treatment for sick children and adults. 

We need to raise $1 million to purchase the cell sorter, which will contribute to research to find treatments and cures for patients with a range of 

chronic and fatal diseases including cancer, diabetes, leukaemia, HIV, kidney disease and liver disease.  Recently a letter and a DVD on the cell 

sorter was distributed to all Presidents of Rotary Clubs in District 1960, and other districts and Lions Clubs as well, however unfortunately the 

response was poor.  The video is available on our website for viewing http://www.wmrf.org.au/cellsorter.aspx 

The new cell sorter will be shared by more than 900 researchers from more than 30 research and clinical groups. Importantly 

there is currently no alternative cell sorter west of Camperdown.  The new sorter will therefore be used by researchers from 

Westmead Millennium Institute, Westmead Hospital, the Children‘s Hospital and Children‘s Medical Research Institute as well 

as the hospitals and research centres from the Greater Western Sydney.  Replacement of this machine is crucial to a wide rang-

ing body of research. 

 For enquiries and to make a donation please call Gail Ladner, Community Fundraising Manager, 98459728. 

CONFERENCE UPDATE  -  Only 7 months to go 

Tickets are now available in the current 

Rotary Christmas Treasure Trove 2010 

which is organized for you to raise funds 

for your organization To order FREE raffle 

tickets; send email to the address below.  

You retain 75% of your sales  and return 

25% with the butts for the draw The mini-

mum order is one bundle of 25 books of 10 

tickets at $2 each The great draw card is the 

car as the First Prize and the unbeatable 

75% margin you keep.   

There is no better good-prized raffle and no 

easier way to raise funds  

It isn‘t rocket science; it is a simple 

matter of arithmetic, a good-prized raf-

fle needs to sell $140,000 to clear 75% 

That‘s why more and more clubs are 

participating  Only by combining many 

groups can this 75% net rate of return be 

achieved. 

 Details on:  

www.rotarnet.com.au/Burwood 

Conference 2011 

The enthusiastic committee is off and running, gathering information, sharing ideas and generally planning a great week-end. ―Rocky‖ 

has recently joined the committee, and those who have had their visit from DG Marilyn will have met him. Watch for him over the 

next three months. Our registrations have made two figures and moving steadily and we have heard that some of the accommodation is 

already fully booked. We are looking to re-vamp the displays in the House of Friendship. Any ideas or suggestions?  

Contact Maree at maree.fleetwood@bigpond.com  

R.A.W.C.S 

As the RAWCS Committee has to report to the Eastern Region Meeting quarterly regarding the following: Project Volunteers, Dona-

tions to DIK, RAM, Safe Water, Save Lives: We are asking Clubs in our District (if they are involved in any of these projects) to kindly 

supply this information to the District Chairman by 22/10/10, so that a report can be compiled for tabling at the  Eastern Region Meet-

ing in Batemans Bay on 13/11/10. 

http://www.rotarnet.com.au/Burwood
mailto:maree.fleetwood@bigpond.com
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A thought for the A thought for the 

monthmonth  

 

"When the spirits 

are low, when the 

day appears dark, 

when work be-

comes monoto-

nous, when hope 

hardly seems worth 

having, just mount 

a bicycle and go 

out for a spin down 

the road, without 

thought on any-

thing but the ride 

you are taking."  

 

Arthur Conan 

Doyle  
Weõre on the Web! 

www.rotary9690.org.au 

Welcome to our newest Rotarians 
 

Trevor Barman Katoomba 

Bob Cook  Liverpool West 

Dr. Le-Duc Hong Liverpool West 

Dr. Phouc Vo  Liverpool West 

Dr. William H Trinh Liverpool West 

Trung Chinh Dang Liverpool West 

Grace Maano  Penrith 

Jennifer Hartnett Upper Blue Sunrise 

Bassam Ghantous Windsor 

Brian Garemyn Windsor 

 

Thank you for agreeing to join us in ― doing 

good‖ in the world.  

Membership  

Building Communities    Bridging Continents 

DISTRICT 

9690  

For changes in Club 

information and items 

for the District 

Governor‘s 

Newsletter contact 

Newsletter editor 

Melvin Gray 
 

Phone: 9622-5576 

Fax: 9920-8369 

E-mail: melvindgray@optusnet.com.au 
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D.G Marilynôs diary dates 

 
9   August Nepean 
9   August Penrith 
11  August Liverpool Greenway 
11  August Penrith Valley 
16  August Bankstown 
17  August St Mary's 
18  August Wallacia Mulgoa 
23  August Cabramatta 
24  August Granville 
25  August Mt Druitt 
27  August Parramatta Daybreak 
30  August Liverpool 
31  August Liverpool West 

CLUB 1-Jul -10 Change  31-Jul -10 

Bankstown 10 -1 9 

Blackheath 15   15 

Blacktown City 54   54 

Breakfast Point 25   25 

Burwood 37 -4 33 

Cabramatta 16   16 

Central Blue Mount 26   26 

Concord 44   44 

Granville 18   18 

Hawkesbury 19   19 

Holroyd 34   34 

Katoomba 23   23 

Kurrajong/Nth Rich 16   16 

Liverpool 33   33 

Liverpool Greenway 25   25 

Liverpool West 24 5 29 

Lower Blue Mount 54   54 

Mount Druitt 18 -1 17 

Nepean 26   26 

Padstow 38   38 

Parramatta 25   25 

Parramatta City 28   28 

Parramatta Daybreak 14 -1 13 

Penrith 34 -1 33 

Penrith Valley 45   45 

Prospect 10   10 

Revesby Wirrimbirra 22   22 

Richmond 40   40 

Springwood 33   33 

St. Mary's 22   22 

Strathfield 57   57 

Upper Blue Mount Sun 23 1 24 

Wallacia/Mulgoa Valley 12   12 

Wetherill Park 30   30 

Windsor 41   41 

Total  991 -2 989 

        


