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Warm greetings for the beginning 

of a new Rotary year. For the past 

few weeks Dudley and I have 

been travelling the length and 

breadth of our District to celebrate 

the most enjoyable and inspiring 

Club Changeovers. As I have 

quoted in some of my toasts and 

responses: Rotary is unity with-

out conformity. We are unified 

in our commitment to maintaining 

high ethical standards and doing 

good in the world, but every club 

is so different . We enjoyed 

Changeovers which resorted to 

having a White Rabbit as M.C.; 

another which could not find its 

REAL President Elect; one with 

chandeliers.  

All this was great fun, although it 

paled into insignificance when I 

read the Changeover Report of 

each club and shared in the cele-

bration of what great work each 

club had done during 2009-10  

under PDG Paul’s leadership. The 

future of  Rotary surely was  in 

good hands. 

As each new President was in-

ducted  it was gratifying to listen 

to their sincere commitment to 

achieving their Club’s set goals 

and to supporting my goals for the 

District. These goals are simple 

and achievable: We will make 

Rotary  Bigger, Better and  

Bolder    

Our Membership Team has had 

some quality meetings under the 

leadership of Keith Roffey. The 

inclusion of Rotaractors will 

enhance the discussion and make 

our methods more relevant to 

today’s society. A great kick start 

will be the Presidential Mem-

bership Seminar to be held in 

Canberra next month. The District 

Membership team members are 

all registered. We will build on 

the ideas that they bring back to 

arrange our own quality Member-

ship Conference here in our Dis-

trict later this year. Watch this 

s p a c e  a n d  

www.rotary9690.org.au for de-

tails. It is also pleasing to hear 

that many clubs have taken up the 

suggestion to subsidise one or 

more of their members to attend 

the seminar in Canberra. 

During 2010-11, Membership and 

Public Relations will be com-

bined at District level for effi-

ciency and effectiveness. At 

club level the lines of commu-

nication are there to use -

Assistant Governors, District 

Chairs, THE web site and 

various Newsletters 

Our clubs will be better only  

if they are supported and 

strengthened, and they will be, 

by our seven Assistant Gover-

nors, our Committees and sub 

Committees and me.  We will 

cooperate with you as friends, 

mentors, counsellors and 

cheerleaders, to maintain what 

you have but move to a higher 

plane. Let us give credit where 

credit is due. Make each other  

feel valued. We will encourage 

each club to meet sufficient 

criteria to be awarded the 

Presidential Citation from 

R.I. President Ray Klingin-

smith.  

Let us all strive to learn a bit 

more about Rotary this year. 

Maybe your club could succes-

sively send all interested mem-

bers to Rotary Leadership 

(learning) Institute. Another 

opportunity exists with our 

inaugural event - The Rotary 

Foundation Expo on 7 August. 

Come and learn more about 

the WIN – WIN opportunities. 

For the first four years as a 

Rotarian, the limit of my 

knowledge and understanding 

of The Rotary Foundation was 

that, if someone was recog-

nised with a medal called PHF, 

money was sent to USA and 

some good had been done with 

it. In the last three years, 

through the Rotary Leadership 

Institute (RLI), my knowledge 

and appreciation has grown. 

All who have graduated from 

RLI will agree that The Rotary 

Foundation Chairman 9690 

Jennifer Scott, does an excel-

lent job in facilitating the en-

hancement of our knowledge 

and understanding.   

Thus I support The Rotary 

Foundation and I encourage 

more Rotarians, as individuals, 

to support The Rotary Founda-

tion. The easiest way is to 

become a Centurion. This 

amounts to $2 (less than a cup of 

coffee) per week. Here I digress. 

I would like to congratulate Lyn 

Tester of the Rotary Club of 

Holroyd. At District Changeover, 

Lyn was presented with The 

Rotary Foundation Meritorious 

Service Award, primarily for her 

work with the Centurion pro-

gram. 

This Rotary year, we will receive 

benefits in many ways through 

the Rotary Foundation. There 

will be District Simplified 

Grants. Two Group Study Ex-

changes have been approved. I 

congratulate Karalyn Brown (RC 

Lower Blue Mountains) who has 

been selected to lead a team to 

District 3470 Taiwan. Equally, I 

congratulate Ian Jordan (RC 

Richmond) who will lead a team 

to District 3860 Philippines. 

Added to this, a Rotary Peace 

Scholar, Giorgio Algeri , will 

inspire us at the District Confer-

ence 

I am still committed to Rotary’s  

US$200 million challenge - Pur-

ple Pinkie goes into its 5th year. 

More later. 

And in March we will all ñRock 

Rotary to its Foundationò at 

Bathurst 

In short I think my goals can be 

summed up this way: 

Get more  Rotary into Rotari-

ans ...............Get more  Rotari-

ans into Rotary  

Please continue the support that 

you have given to PDG Paul as 

we work together to continue 

building communities and 

bridging continents  

 

Marilyn  

ñBIGGER, BETTER, BOLDER 
ROTARYò 
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July 2010 

1 July: Council on Legislation’s changes to the Constitution and By laws to admit 

women into Rotary took effect on this day 21 years ago 

http://www.rotary9690.org.au
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Dudleyôs daze 
 

Well this is the first one of Dudley’s  

Daze columns so I thought it would 

be best to let you all know what ―The 

Partner’s‖ project is going to be.  

Now I am sure you are all aware of 

the Conference theme of ñRock Ro-

tary to it Foundationò and that one 

of the Keynote Speakers is to come 

from the Australian Childrenôs Mu-

sic Foundation (remember Don 

Spencer from Play School). Well, I 

am asking you all to bring to Confer-

ence any unused musical instrument 

you have just lying around the place, 

gathering dust, forlorn or looking for 

a new excited owner. The Australian 

Children’s Music Foundation can do 

minor repairs to instruments and put 

them to good use. Now I don’t intend 

stealing their thunder and tell you 

ALL about it but believe me, what 

they do is easily equatable with what 

Rotary does. 

So what is my mission – to get ALL 

District 9690 members or clubs to 

donate a musical instrument to the 

―9690 Music Box‖. I am suspicious 

that I will end up with many many 

descant recorders and probably not 

too many grand pianos but guitars, 

woodwinds, brasses and drum sets 

(from parents who are fed up with the 

noise) and some violins (same rea-

son). 

I want a pile of instruments at 

Bathurst – I have already set aside a 

space in the BMEC foyer where we 

will store and display them. 

Until my next daze, 

Dudley 

GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE TEAM MEMBERS 

The Group Study Exchange (GSE) subcommittee has sent information to all 

clubs calling for GSE Team Members to travel in February 2011. There will be 

2 GSE teams travelling in February, one to D3470 Taiwan and the other D3860 

Philippines. We would like to see the team going to Philippines having an 

emergency services focus.  

Applications close 13th August 2010 with a compulsory selection interview to 

be held on Sunday 29th August 2010. 

The GSE program of The Rotary Foundation is a unique cultural and vocational 

exchange opportunity for young business and professionals between the ages of 

25 and 40. The program provides travel grants for teams to exchange visits be-

tween paired areas in different countries and home hosting is provided by Ro-

tarians in the host District. For four weeks, team members experience the host 

country's institutions and ways of life, observe their own vocations as practiced 

abroad, develop personal and professional relationships, and exchange ideas. 

Team members must meet the selection criteria and skills which include: be-

tween the ages of 25 and 40 at the time of application, employed full-time in a 

recognised business or profession for at least two years, resident of, or working 

in D9690, not a Rotarian or a lineal relation of a Rotarian (in any District), a 

citizen of Australia, in good health, able to express themselves clearly and logi-

cally, sound general educational background and cultural awareness. 

The application form, together with any other information they 

may want on the GSE program, can be downloaded from the 

Rotary International website at: www.rotary.org 

Further information please contact Graham Wilson  

02 4733 4210 or graham04@tpg.com.au 

Safe Water - Save Lives 

Safe Water Save Lives is a program to supply clean water to desperate people in 

underdeveloped countries through a planned system of water catchment, storage 

and reticulation. 

It includes training local people in the construction of concrete tanks, and encour-

ages them to maintain and protect their water supply system.  Education in hygiene 

is also offered. 

RAWCS volunteers travel to the various countries to instruct the local people in the 

skills of concrete tank construction, or other types of tanks, or tube wells. 

Something we take for granted; something we should share 

with others . 
See our District 9690 Directory for details of our SWSL Facilitator 

Ivan Kelly (Rotary Club of Blacktown City) who is ready to speak 

at your Club Meeting. 

Or to DIY go to 

http://www.rawcs.com.au/RAWCSPrograms.cfm  

Prestigious award at District Changeover 

At the 9690 District Changeover Lyn Tester (RC Holroyd) was presented with The Rotary Foundation Meritorious 

Service Award primarily for her work over the past 10 year with the Centurion pro-

gram. This award is given to only one person in each District each year. Over the past 

years Lyn has attended numerous PETS, Assemblies and attended all clubs within the 

District a number of times to promote the Centurion and Every Rotarian Every Year 

programs.  

She also has spoken to five Conferences and run booths at a number of Conferences in 

the House of Friendship. Over the past 10 years Lyn has been responsible for our num-

bers of centurions in D9690 growing from only a few to almost 300.  

http://www.rawcs.com.au/RAWCSPrograms.cfm
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Supporting healthy 

minds and healthy 

communities 

Mental health issues are 

no stranger to many Australians. 

They are issues that affect our 

friends, our families and our commu-

nity. In fact mental health issues are 

so prevalent it is estimated that they 

will affect more than 20 per cent of 

Australia's adult population at some 

stage of their lives.  

In any one day, 330 people with seri-

ous mental illness will be turned 

away from hospital emergency de-

partments, 1200 will be refused ad-

mission to a psychiatric unit and 

seven lives will be lost as a result of 

suicide – the leading cause of death 

Can Rotary Make a Difference?  

and disability for Australians under 

the age of 45. 

However, mental health is finally on 

the Government’s radar thanks to in-

dividuals like Australian of the Year 

Patrick McGorry, who took an 84,000 

strong petition to the office of new 

Prime Minister Julia Gillard asking 

for the Government’s commitment to 

increase mental health funding. But 

while PM Gillard has left open the 

prospect of injecting more money into 

struggling mental health services, it is 

up to all of us to do our bit to help 

understand and support good mental 

health. 

Australian Rotary Health is Austra-

lia’s largest non-government funding 

body for mental illness research. As 

such, it has pledged to invest in 

mental illness research in an effort 

to facilitate better treatment and 

services for all Australians. 

Thanks to the generous support of 

Rotarians Australia wide, Austra-

lian Rotary Health has been able to 

fund a number of projects that aim 

to improve the quality of life for 

people who are least able to assist 

themselves.  

If you would like to know more 

about Australian Rotary Heath, 

please visit our website at 

www.australianrotaryhealth.org.au 

or call 02 8837 1900 for more in-

formation. All donations over $2 

are tax deductible.  

Applications are now being sought for Ambassadorial Scholars and clubs are now invited to seek suitable candi-

dates. Clubs may submit one endorsed scholarship candidate per club and applications will close on August 15 with 

the Scholarships Committee. 

Ambassadorial Scholarships support the overall mission of The Rotary Foundation - to further international under-

standing and world peace — through the following program objectives: 

Å Increasing awareness of and respect for cultural differences by sending ambassadors of goodwill to study in an-

other country 

Å Instilling in scholars the Rotary ideal of Service Above Self through active participation in Rotary service projects 

Å Encouraging scholars to dedicate their personal and professional lives to improving the quality of life for the peo-

ple of their home communities and countries 

Å Developing leaders who can address the humanitarian needs of the world community 

Å Affecting all areas of the world through a balanced geographical distribution of scholars 

Å Encouraging Rotarians worldwide to increase the educational opportunities for scholars from low-income countries 

Å Fostering a lifelong association between Rotary and its scholars  

Rotarians support the Ambassadorial Scholarships program not only by contributing to the Foundation but also by 

giving their time sponsoring and hosting scholars every year. Through this guidance and leadership provided to 

scholars, the program produces men and women with the compassion and understanding to provide solutions to hu-

man needs. 

Additional program information can be found at www.rotary.org and you can download the application form at 

www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_doc/139en.doc. Other enquiries can be directed to PDG Harley Tarrant, PDG Jen-

nifer Scott or PDG Warwick Tester. 

CONFERENCE UPDATE  -  Only 8 months to go 

Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholarship ï 2011-12 

http://www.australianrotaryhealth.org.au
http://www.rotary.org/
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_doc/139en.doc
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A thought for the A thought for the 

monthmonth 

 

ME 

 

Iôm only one, 

But still I am one. 

I cannot do every-

thing, 

But still I can do 

something; 

And because I can-

not do everything 

I will not refuse to 

do the something I 

can do. 

                                                       

E. E. Hale Weõre on the Web! 

www.rotary9690.org.au 

Welcome to our newest Rotarians 

 

Thank you for agreeing to join us in ―doing 

good‖ in the world. 

 

Harbhajan Kehal             Rotary Club of Blacktown City 

Sheldon Ross             Rotary Club of Holroyd 

Domini Stuart             Rotary Club of Lower Blue Mtns 

Major Edwin Cox             Rotary Club of Parramatta City 

Mark Hancock             Rotary Club of Parramatta City 

Jim Miller             Rotary Club of Richmond 

Rebecca Ball             Rotary Club of St. Mary’s 

Tony De Tommaso           Rotary Club of St. Mary’s 

Fayez Nour             Rotary Club of Wetherill Park 

Membership  

Building Communities    Bridging Continents 

DISTRICT 

9690  

For changes in Club 

information and items 

for the District 

Governor’s 

Newsletter contact 

Newsletter editor 

Melvin Gray 
 

Phone: 9622-5576 

Fax: 9920-8369 

E-mail: melvindgray@optusnet.com.au 
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D.G Marilynôs diary dates 

19 July Richmond 

20 July Kurrajong-Nth Richmond 

21 July Mayoral Reception/Windsor 

22 July Hawkesbury 

26 July Katoomba 

27 July Upper Blue Sunrise 

2   August Springwood 

3   August Lower Blue Mountains 

4   August Central Blue Mountains 

5   August Blackheath 

9   August Nepean 

9   August Penrith 

10  August St Mary's 

11  August Liverpool Greenway 

11  August Penrith Valley 

CLUB 1-Jul -09 Change  30-Jun -10 

Bankstown 11   11 

Blackheath 16   16 

Blacktown City 53 1 54 

Breakfast Point 27 -1 26 

Burwood 43 -5 38 

Cabramatta 15 2 17 

Central Blue Mount 23 3 26 

Chester Hill 13 -2 11 

Concord 36 12 48 

Granville 20 -2 18 

Hawkesbury 17 1 18 

Holroyd 35   35 

Katoomba 22   22 

Kurrajong/Nth Rich 18 -2 16 

Liverpool 30 3 33 

Liverpool Greenway 32 -4 28 

Liverpool West 25 -1 24 

Lower Blue Mount 56 -2 54 

Mount Druitt 18   18 

Nepean 27 -1 26 

Padstow 43 -5 38 

Parramatta 27 -2 25 

Parramatta City 31 -3 28 

Parramatta Daybreak 15 -1 14 

Penrith 34   34 

Penrith Valley 44 2 46 

Prospect 8 2 10 

Revesby Wirrimbirra 0 22 22 

Richmond 44 -3 41 

Springwood 33   33 

St. Mary's 21 1 22 

Strathfield 63 -6 57 

Upper Blue Mount Sun 20 3 23 

Wallacia/Mulgoa Valley 12 2 14 

Wetherill Park 34 -5 29 

Windsor 39   39 

Total  1005 9 1014 

        


